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Forty years ago, BEAM was born from a simple idea: 
when a neighbor is struggling, the community should step 
in. What started as a small volunteer effort has grown into 
an essential safety net for families across our Beaches 
Community. As we recognize this milestone, I’m reminded 
that while our programs have evolved, our purpose 
remains the same. We are here to keep families housed, 
fed, and supported with dignity—and that mission is still 
urgently needed.

This past year made that clear. Costs continue to rise, and 
more families are living right on the edge. When people 
come to us, they’re often facing choices no one should 
have to make—pay rent or buy groceries, keep the lights 
on or fill a prescription. BEAM exists to make sure they 
have support and access to options.

Our theme, From the community. For the community. 
reflects exactly what we strive to be. Whether it’s 
emergency financial assistance, our food pantries, or 
programs supporting seniors, single parents, veterans, 
and active-duty military, BEAM stands as a steady, 
dependable source of support during life’s challenges. 
And every time a family regains stability, it reinforces why 
this work matters.

What encourages me most is the strength of the 
community behind us. Volunteers, donors, partners, 

faith-based institutions, and local 
businesses make it possible for 
BEAM to respond quickly and 
compassionately. You are the 
reason families find help—and 
hope—when they need it most.

Looking ahead, we are focused 
on deepening our impact right 
here at the Beaches. We will 
continue strengthening our 
financial assistance programs, expanding support for 
seniors and single parents, and ensuring our food initiatives  
meet the growing demand. Our commitment is simple: 
stay rooted, stay responsive, and stay ready to serve.

Forty years in, BEAM remains what it has always been—a 
place where people find stability when everything feels 
uncertain. Thank you for standing with us, and for helping 
carry this mission forward. Together, we will keep lighting 
the way for our neighbors.

With gratitude,

Jeff Winkler, CEO
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BY  T H E  N U M B E R S

Food Bank
 • 	1.24M pounds of food were distributed, 

providing 1.03M meals

 • 	9,689 total pantry appointments provided

Our Gardens
 • 	9,000+ pounds of produce were  

harvested to supplement our food pantries

Homelessness Prevention 
 • 	645 households received  

$744,085 in rent/mortgage assistance 

 • 	535 households received  
$149,529 in utility assistance

Single Parent Program 
 • 	50 single mothers received assistance  

to end the cycle of poverty 

 • 	86% of participants achieved one or  
more goals set in the program

F I N A N C I A L S
FY 2025
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Senior Programs
 • 	90 senior households received support 

 • 	62 seniors received biweekly food  
deliveries

BEAM Thrift Stores
 • 	$1.73 million in gross sales that support  

BEAM’s mission of helping neighbors in need 

Back to School
 • 	500 students received backpacks, school 

supplies and gift cards

• 	 400 backpacks were provided at the  
Naval Station Mayport event

Volunteerism
 • 	772 total volunteers contributed  

46,624 volunteer hours: $1.62M value  
in services provided

In Kind Food 
Donations 
$2,572,176

General & Admin
$354,920

37.2%

27.8%

Total Contributions
$2,423,037

35.0%

TOTAL $6,915,270 TOTAL $6,707,268

REVENUE EXPENSES

Earned 
Revenue* 
$1,920,057

Fundraising 
$292,482

Program 
Services for 

Neighbors 
$6,059,866

Individuals
$1,324,482

Community 
Partners 
$374,155

Grants
$724,400

54.7%

15.4%

29.9%

*Earned revenue includes thrift store sales and investment income.



A B O U T  B E A M  A N D  W H O  W E  S E R V E .

Q RY S T I N ’ S  S T O RY
LIGHTING THE WAY TO INDEPENDENCE
Before joining BEAM’s Single Parent Program (SPP), Qrystin was doing 
everything she could to stay afloat. Living at home because rent was 
out of reach, she had no resume, no budget, and no clear path forward. 
Limited job stability and unpaid car insurance put her at risk of losing 
her driver’s license—yet she continued working hard for her 10-year-old 
daughter and held onto the hope of something more.

Through SPP’s career guidance, financial support and encouragement, 
Qrystin found her footing. She built her first resume and received her 
nursing assistant certification (CNA) with program funding. When legal 
hurdles made her ineligible for the state CNA exam, SPP advocated on her 
behalf. She is applying for nursing jobs that will allow her to find a home for 
her and her daughter. With restored car insurance, help covering storage 
costs, and renewed confidence, Qrystin is on her way to independence 
and a brighter future.

BEAM (Beaches Emergency Assistance Ministry) was founded 40 years ago by representatives of local 
churches who were seeing a growing number of personal requests for emergency financial help. They  
united to create a coordinated, community-based response—and the model worked.

Today, BEAM’s support comes not only from the faith community, but also from neighbors, businesses, civic 
groups, and foundations that stand behind our mission. 

BEAM provides emergency rent and utility assistance to prevent homelessness; operates two client-choice 
food pantries in Jacksonville Beach and Mayport, a senior delivery pantry, four mobile pantries, and grows 
several tons of organic produce each year in our Grace Garden to support families facing food insecurity. 
Additional services include wraparound services for single parents and seniors. Seasonal efforts, such as 
Beaches Back to School Bash and Thanksgiving food distributions, help families navigate key financial pressure 
points. BEAM also collaborates with other service providers to ensure each client receives coordinated, 
comprehensive support designed to foster long-term self-reliance.

BEAM is a 501(c)(3) organization, assisting low-income individuals who live or work in our Beaches Community, 
spanning zip codes 32233, 32266, 32250, 32082, 32224, 32227 and 32228.
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W I L L I A M ’ S  S T O RY
LIGHTING THE WAY TO DIGNITY
As a Naval Senior Chief Petty Officer juggling a family of 5, William is 
no stranger to responsibility. But rising grocery costs and a near-empty 
pantry pushed his family to the edge. He heard about BEAM ’s Troop 
Tuesdays through another military family and realized his pride was 
keeping him from getting the basics his children needed. What stood 
out immediately was the respect, zero judgment, flexible scheduling, 
and volunteers who treated him with gratitude for his service.

“Right away, BEAM stocked our fridge and pantry, and our food 
budget could stretch,” William said. Today, he’s focused on paying 
down debt, sticking to a workable food budget, and sharing BEAM’s 
support with other service members. “BEAM turned empty shelves 
into hope and brought dignity back to my family. And to those who 
support BEAM, thank you for standing with military families like mine 
when it matters most.”
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S A L L I E  M A E ’ S  S T O RY
LIGHTING THE WAY TO SAFETY
At 85, Sallie Mae has lived in her Jacksonville Beach home long enough  
to see the neighborhood change around her—but she’s staying right 
where she is. She first came to BEAM in 2015 and later became one of the 
very first participants in BEAM’s Senior Program when it launched in 2019. 

As getting to the pantry grew physically more difficult, Sallie Mae needed 
a dependable way to keep food on her shelves. Through BEAM’s pantry 
deliveries, help with utilities, and support for critical home repairs, she now 
lives safely and independently in the home she loves.

In 2025, her wish came true: a functional kitchen. With donated materials 
and 72 hours of hands-on work from three dedicated volunteers, BEAM 
rebuilt her kitchen—new cabinets, countertops and faucet—restoring it to  
a level of comfort and safety that Sallie Mae had been missing.

V I S I O N
MISSION

A future where no member of the Beaches 
Community goes hungry or becomes homeless

Providing emergency assistance and a bridge 
to financial stability



The BEAM of Light Beach Ball was a 
defining moment as we celebrated 
40 years of service to the Beaches 
Community. 

The evening brought together more 
than 300 guests and sponsors at 
TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
all committed to strengthening our 
mission.

Made possible through months 
of preparation by a passionate 
volunteer committee, combined with 
BEAM’s longstanding partnerships, the 
stage was set for an unforgettable 
celebration. 

Jacksonville Beach Mayor, Chris 
Hoffman, welcomed everyone, 
recognizing BEAM’s unwavering 

role as a lifeline for neighbors 
facing tough times. Congressman 
Aaron Bean returned as the ball’s 
auctioneer, infusing the night with 
humor, energy and heartfelt calls to 
action. Donors responded in full force, 
helping BEAM raise $337,000 to fuel 
programs that provide emergency 
rent and utility assistance, nutritious 
food, and targeted support for 
seniors and single parents. 

BEAM also honored Berry & Co. 
Real Estate, its longtime presenting 
partner, for years of steadfast 
support. “By contributing to BEAM 
and their Beach Ball Gala, we’re 
helping to strengthen the safety net 
that catches our neighbors when 
they need it most,” Clare Berry said.

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS AT THE  
BEAM OF LIGHT BEACH BALL
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“The evening captured what BEAM truly represents—
hope, community, and action. Every story shared, 
every paddle raised, was a step toward changing lives 
right here at the Beaches.” — Joan & Tom Sabatino

Scan 
to see 
event 

photos

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS HELP 500 
STUDENTS PREPARE 
FOR SCHOOL
In 2025, BEAM partnered with the 
City of Jacksonville Beach and 
Ocean City Church to provide 
backpacks and school supplies 
to 500 students. Each student also 
received a $25 Walmart gift card. 

Hosted at the Carver Center, 
ReadUSA provided two free books 
to each student, and Sulzbacher 
offered free school physicals.

With special thanks to our sponsor 
EverBank for their financial support, 
we are grateful for our community 
partners The Ponte Vedra Rotary 
Club, the Exchange Club, and 
Jeremiah’s who supplied hot dogs, 
snacks and Italian Ice to attendees.

Because of the overwhelming 
community response, BEAM is 
preparing to support up to 750 
children in 2026.

THANKSGIVING BASKETS BRING NEIGHBORS TOGETHER
For over a decade, BEAM’s Thanksgiving 
Basket program has helped local families 
prepare a holiday meal they might not 
otherwise have.

In partnership with St. Vincent de Paul, 
which serves as the collection and 
distribution point, BEAM provided 800 
baskets to neighbors who live or work 
in the Beaches Community. Each basket 
included nonperishable items to create 
traditional side dishes, along with a $25 gift card so families 
could purchase a main course..

A reflection of the Beaches Community 
at its best, baskets were donated by 
individuals, companies, faith-based 
organizations, clubs and families who 
make giving back part of their holiday 
tradition. Some gave one basket. Others 
turned it into an employee engagement 
effort or a way to teach children the 
importance of caring for neighbors.

Together, these gifts offer dignity, choice 
and the comfort of knowing the community is here when 
families need support the most.
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40 Y E A RS 
I N  T H E  M A K I N G

A vacant lot beside BEAM became Grace 
Garden, growing fresh produce and beauty 
while nourishing neighbors in need.

BEAM opened its first thrift store, 
creating a sustainable source of 
funding to help families with rent, 
utilities, and emergency needs.

2 0 1 3

2 0 0 4
BEAM moved into its first permanent 
headquarters on Sixth Avenue South, 
creating expanded pantry space to  
better serve growing community needs.

 2 0 1 4
BEAM introduced its Single Parent Program, 
providing wraparound support to help parents 
build long-term stability and self-sufficiency.

2 0 2 5
BEAM celebrates 40 years of serving the Beaches 
Community. What began as a small, volunteer-led 
ministry has grown into a trusted community resource 
helping families, seniors, single parents and individuals 
find hope during difficult times and a bridge forward.

2 0 1 9
BEAM formalized its Senior 
Program to ensure older adults 
receive the dignity, advocacy, 
and support they deserve.

1 9 8 5
BEAM was founded by local faith leaders 
and volunteers to provide emergency 
financial assistance, food, and hope to 
Beaches neighbors facing hardship.

1 9 9 4
Back to School with BEAM began when a lack of 
clothing storage space inspired board member 
Karen Wolfson to create a one-day shopping 
event for families. With 35 volunteers, about 250 
people were helped and it became BEAM’s first 
program beyond emergency assistance.

2 0 1 1
The inaugural Beach Ball launched  
as a signature fundraising event, rallying 
the community to support BEAM’s 
mission in a meaningful new way.



HELP US GUIDE THE NEXT           YEARS 

To get involved, please stop by our offices and garden at
850 6th Avenue S., Ste. 400, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

Call (904) 241-2326 or visit us at jaxbeam.org

To learn more about BEAM’s initiatives, please scan here 4


